| KNOW WHERE YOUR BONES ARE BURI ED
or
“You have sone very hungry little birdies that |ove
to chirpinny ear ...all for a neager handful of feed.”

Scene from THE CAROUSEL
An original screenplay by Ross E Cooper
Regi stered Copyright/ WA regi stered

FADE | N:
I NT. MAYOR' S OFFI CE - 2:15PM

THE MAYOR (50’s) is at the head of a very long table,
| ooking like the |lawer he used to be. He is flanked by
hi s PRESS SECRETARY who whi spers furtively in his ear.

SUPER: “THE MAYOR S OFFI CE — 2: 15PM

THE MAYOR
W’ ve just heard from Et han!
He’s caught in traffic.

Seat ed nearby, are ANTONI O and ALFONSO ANADONI A (40’ s),
rotund twin brothers |ounging confortably in black, Italian
knit shirts and pastel colored sport jackets.

AL

Al ways the prinma donna!
THE MAYOR

He'll be here in ten m nutes.
TONY

Do we really need this royal pain
in the ass? Excuse ne, your honor.

Opposite the twins is famed financier MERLE MENTKOW TZ
(60" s), balding, wearing gold-rimred gl asses. Close by are
two | aw grads with pads and pencils in hand.

Merle rolls his eyes and exhales loudly with inpatience.



MVERLE
Tony’s right! H's Royal Hi ghness,
Et han Crosse, with all his noble
principles is costing us big tinel!

He’s been workin” on HHS little
pot-o-gold since he was a ki d!
VWhat made him so hi gh-n-m ghty?

There are two dozen others in the room exhibiting simlar
irritation at being kept waiting.

THE MAYOR
W’ ve gone over this!

This project has gotten too big to
fund privately. Nowit’'s a
political issue which requires ny
constituents’ approval.

He may be difficult, but Ethan
Crosse is the only devel oper that
has the public’'s trust ...so
conpletely ...as to guarantee
success, pushing this through.

Et han may have | ofty ideas, but
he’s always turned a profit.
Sonmehow he is seen by the public
as being their greatest advocate.
You can’t buy that kind of PR

The left side of the roomis |ined by nassive architectural
drawi ngs, charts and pronotional copy. Merle points with
annoyance, at an illustration of a carousel.

VERLE
Wiy is he insisting on that stupid
carousel ? Wiy do we have to foot
the bill for his md-life crisis?

THE MAYOR
We just have to reason with him

An attendant opens gigantic oak doors at the rear of the
room and ETHAN CROSSE (50) enters with a broad smle and
open arnms, while the others can only nuster weak grins.



Ethan is tall and trimwth prematurely white hair
contrasting a boyish face that is punctuated by piercing
bl ue eyes. The boardroom crowd observes his inpressive
stature and charismatic presence with awe.

ETHAN
Apol ogi es for ny tardiness! That
cross town traffic was nurder

THE MAYOR
That’s OK Ethan. W just started.
Et han notices a nore crowded boardroom than ever before,
wi th many unexpected new faces ...and does a doubl e-t ake.

ETHAN
| see we have sone new friends!
You’' ve done just fine w thout ne.
Good to see you, M. Mayor.

Wearing a tailored suit, with dirt and grass stains on the
back, Ethan wal ks to the front of the table scrutinized by
the others who respond with nuffled tittering.

THE NMAYOR
Si nce when are we so formal ?

He reaches the head of the table and is shocked by
unfam liar elenents in the drawings lining the wall. Ethan
struggles mghtily to squelch a grinmace.

THE MAYOR
The Seasi de Project has gotten a
| ot bigger since we last net. As
you probably noticed, there are
sone new people involved to help
facilitate the expanded pl ans.

He regains conposure, grasps the Mayor’s hand, grips his
armand grins as he peers intently into the Mayor’'s eyes.
The mayor returns a weak smle and shrivels fromhis grip.
He swal | ows heavily, clears his throat and conti nues.



THE MAYOR
Errr ...the Baungart G oup has
joined us to help with associ ated
retailing. Burnham & Howe to
handl e | and rights, relocations
and evictions --

ETHAN
-- Evictions? | thought --
THE MAYOR
-- There are other new nenbers
that you'll neet |ater.
ETHAN
| just |love surprises!
THE MAYOR

On! ...On ny right are the Anadoni a
brot hers, whom | understand you
have worked with in the past.

A, Tony, you renenber Ethan?

AL
Sure, Mayor, we go way back

Et han shakes the Anadonia brothers’ hands reluctantly, as
they glare at each other like two cats on a fence.

ETHAN
How can | ever forget Two-Ton Tony
and Good-Time Al? | knew their
father, Andolino --

TONY
-- Hey ...where do you get off
calling nme Two- Ton?
Nobody calls ne that!

ETHAN
| thought we were old friends?
Anyway, | think that name shoul d
be anmended to ...one-point-five.

Have you been on a diet?

The twins | ook at each other in confused amazenent.



TONY and AL

Aaaaaay!
AL

VWat’s with the Good-Tinme AL?
ETHAN

| know, | never got that nicknane!
AL

Hey! You're a funny guy! You
didn't used to be this
entertaining. You better hope our
sense of hunor holds up or --

THE MAYOR
-- Boys, boys ...this is the
mayor’ s boardrooml  You three can
go out and play |ater.

AL
Sorry mayor

TONY
Yeh, but Ethan is out of |ine!

ETHAN
Sorry M. Mayor. 1’11l behave.

THE MAYOR
Now | et’s get on w th business.
There are a few changes you shoul d
be aware of, Ethan ...ETHAN

The mayor gets up and wal ks over to the right side of the
room where the graphs and charts are.

Behi nd the mayor’s back, Ethan blows a kiss to the Anadonia
brot hers who gl ower nurderously at himfor his insol ence.
Ethan finally takes a seat and smles broadly at Merle

Ment kow t z across the table. Merle is confused by the
sardonic smle from soneone he doesn’t even know.

ETHAN
Excuse me M. Mayor.



THE MAYOR
Yes Et han.

ETHAN
| noticed the graph to your right.
We originally allocated twenty
percent for |ow inconme and
subsi di zed housing. Now the
figure looks like it’s just five
percent!! How can this be?

THE MAYOR
|’ msorry Ethan ...we deci ded, that
for this project to succeed, we'd
have to go upscale to attract
hi gh-end consuners.

ETHAN
Gentrification?

THE MAYOR
Not exactly ...we wanted to nmake
this a magnet destination for
shoppers from outsi de the area.

ETHAN
This was to benefit everyone!
Happyl and was a | andmark park ...
a common denom nator with no class
distinctions! Now there' s hardly
any |l ow incone housing left and |
don’t see the anusenent park in
the blueprints! What has becone
of that ten block area ...
i f not an anusenent park??

Don't tell me ...a mall?

THE MAYOR
Actual ly Ethan ...a MegaMal |

ETHAN
A MegaMal | !
( MORE)



(ETHAN — CONT’ D)
Forget the | ast great American
anusenent park and put up inits
stead a mall, with all the sane
stores to be found fromhere to
Podunk, 1 owa!!

| m sure your upscal e plans

i nclude a day spa, nail salon
marri age counsel or and a | aser eye
surgeon for our nyopic shoppers.

O course, there'll have to be a
chocol atier with bonbons costing
average folk a week’ s sal ary.
Naturally, we'll need a Java Joe’'s
to conplinment the chocolate with
coffee so caffeinated and bitter
to assure our shoppers the

pal pitations that will notor them
nore efficiently around the
massi ve maze of marbl e pronenades.

Qur hyper-activated consuners can
now buy up a stormin half the
time ...wth enough left over for a
cardiogramin the medical w ng

and a quick prescription for

I nderal to counter the espresso
punpi ng through their veins.

THE MAYOR
Now Et han, be reasonable! W
brought you in feeling that you
were the one to pull off a project
of this scale. W need you, don’'t
get unhi nged because a few aspects
of the plan haven’'t gone your way.

ETHAN
Speaking of scale ...1 noticed from
your pie charts over there that the
budget has junped from $680 million
to $970 million. This was supposed

to be privately funded. Now ...that’s

( MORE)



(ETHAN — CONT’ D)
i npossi ble. 1Is that why you brought
in Merlin? 1’ve heard about his
financial w zardry. Merlin' s ability
at maki ng noney di sappear is
| egendary! Did | say Merlin?

MERLE
Where do you get the nerve!

THE MAYOR
ETHAN! Way do you insist on
insulting everyone in the roon?
Di d sonet hi ng happen to you today?
Way is your suit full of dirt and
grass stains? You look like you
pl ayed football in it. Are you OK?

ETHAN
Very observant M. Mayor!

THE NMAYOR
Can we take care of business??

ETHAN
VWhat's left of it!

THE MAYOR
We brought in Merlin ..
.1 nmean Merle ..
...to keep the budget within
limts. He' s done his best.

Now we have the Anadoni a brothers
on board. They wll share
contracting responsibilities with
you and have sworn to cut costs.
You’ ve worked with Tony and AL
bef ore and shoul d know exactly
what they are capabl e of.

ETHAN
| certainly do! Their contribution
to our Newark venture was
i nform ng ne how many no-show j obs
| had to provide for the next day.
( MORE)



(ETHAN — CONT’ D)
No worry! They al ways covered the
cost overruns with bootl eg
materials that conveniently fel
off the truck by the next norning!

TONY
You arrogant bastard!! You can’'t
talk to us like that. You think
you can di srespect us and live?

THE MAYOR
Not in the mayor’s office!
| can’t be hearing this. NOT IN
THE MAYOR S OFFI CE! Are you crazy?

Et han gets up, signals the mayor that everything is OK and
saunters casually over to Al and Tony. The twins are
sweat i ng profusely, chests heaving, beet red behind the
neck and ears, seething with anger. Ethan puts his arns on
their shoulders, smles warmy for the others to see and
speaks in a nenacing but deceptively poetic Italian, sotto
voce, in a nusically soothing Cal abrian dial ect.

ETHAN
(spoken in Italian,
English subtitles)
Now ...you’ ve threatened ny life!

| don’t blane you ..My plunp
little friends, but I don’t fear
you ...because | just don’t care!

| know, in your world, my sins are
worthy of the ultimate retribution.
| understand, but please indul ge
me with one small favor.

Allow ne to tell you a little
story. That's all | ask.

END OF SUBTI TLES

AL and TONY
You're nuts! Do you think --
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ETHAN
(spoken in Italian,
English subtitles)
-- A few years ago, after a summer
drought, we re-sodded ny estate’s
expansive lawn. It was a big job.
W were pleased with the new | awn,
but our Dober mans were unhappy.

W' d negl ected to consider the
hundreds of bones the dogs had

buri ed over the years! Qur pooches
knew t he exact spot they’d hidden
every bone and nust have felt that
their booty m ght be | ost.

They dedi cated the next few weeks
di gging up every norsel they'd
stowed away. They dug until the

| awn was conpl etely destroyed! W
were forced to spend anot her $5000
to redo the | andscapi ng! This
time, we re-interred the bones
around the fl owerbeds, under the
cl ose supervision of our two very
curious dogs ...Hansel and G etel.

END OF SUBTI TLES

TONY
VWhat the hell is the point of
telling us this stupid story?

ETHAN
(spoken in Italian,
English subtitles)
The point is ...if you are laying a
ni ce, clean new surface ...you
don’t want things buried in the
past popping up in the present.

END OF SUBTI TLES

AL
| still don’t get it!



ETHAN
(spoken in Italian,
English subtitles)
My friends ...1 know
| know where your bones are!
| KNOW VWHERE YOUR BONES ARE BURI ED

My | awer’s vault is stocked with
maps, transcripts and affidavits.
You know the rest ...you ve seen it
on Colunmbo. So, | think, if
you're smart, you realize that it
is in your best interest to nmake
sure the Crosse famly has a
heal t hy and prosperous future.

If not, you can always dig |ike ny
dogs did, but forget just one ...
...and then ...you’ re done!

END OF SUBTI TLES

Et han pantom nes a dog digging furiously with their front
paws and w pes inmaginary sweat fromhis brow Ethan does
the synbolic knife across the throat and grins.

The Anadoni a brothers gape at each other with drop-jawed
di sbelief. They are too nunb to react. Ethan wal ks back
to his seat beamng with a benign smle

THE MAYOR
| hope all is settled between you
three and we can now get to the
busi ness at hand.

By the way, Ethan, when did you
| earn to speak such beauti f ul
Italian? | didn’'t know --

ETHAN
-- One nust |earn the | anguage of
t heir busi ness associ ates
...especially when your partners
are treachery and deceit!

( MORE)
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(ETHAN — CONT’ D)
It lifts a cloak for deception and
betrayal that has desecrated the
nost beautiful of all the great
romance | anguages ...for centuries!

THE MAYOR
Et han ...why? Wy do you insist --

ETHAN
-- | was nmerely explaining in
their native tongue, to ny porcine
friends over there, that they wll
have a | ot of digging to do!

They can’t begin to conprehend the
extent of ny know edge about their
busi ness that would put them --

TONY
-- You son-of-a bhitch

AL
You sick bastard!! You' re dead!
You’' re dead! Dead! Dead!

ETHAN
(spoken in Italian,
English subtitles)
M ndl ess dima t s!
Now you’ re prime suspects!

You have sone very hungry little

birdies that love to chirp in ny

ear for a neager handful of feed.
Go ahead ...give the orders to get
my hide! All it will get you is a
new address upst at e!

END OF SUBTI TLES

Tony and Al get up fromtheir chairs, kicking them back as
they stand tensed, ready to pounce. Et han stands facing
them and holds his chair in front. Ethan is still smling,
irking them even nore.
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Men in black suits with earpieces cone out of the woodwork,
talking into their |lapels while they carefully close in on
the scene that is about to unfold.

The twins |unge toward Ethan, growing like wild animals.
They run a few steps, but Ethan slides his chair forcefully
at AL, knocking himover |like a bowing pin. He is on al
fours, dazed and hurt. Tony rushes toward Ethan with
murderous intent. Ethan assunes a classic boxing stance
and easily sidesteps Tony, who passes, turns around and
goes back after Ethan. Ethan throws a lightening jab

bet ween Tony’ s hands, feints a right and uncorks a big left
hook to the m dsecti on.

Tony goes down red faced and gasping for air. Ethan wal ks
by calmy and kicks Tony brutally in the ribs! He saunters
over to Al who's on hands and knees. Ethan places the
instep of his shoe under Al’s chin and with the flick of
his foot, flips Al onto his back, knocking hi munconscious.

Et han turns toward the mayor, shrugs his shoul ders and
throws his hands in the air. He then faces the undercover
security and puts his hand out in a stop gesture. He
smles, salutes them and shows his open pal ns, indicating
he intends no further harm

The mayor indicates by hand gesture to the officers that

t hey shoul d back off and let Ethan |eave. Security backs
away reluctantly and watches Ethan carefully as they
continue talking into their lapels. Ethan walks toward the
exit and twirls to address the mayor and sm | es sheepishly.

ETHAN
Your honor, | think you can see
that I m ght have a probl em
wor king with the Anadoni as.

|’ d appreciate your striking ny
name fromany and all contracts
for the Seaside Project. |I'm
sorry for the disturbance and
what ever tinme | may have wast ed.

Wul d you do ne a big favor?

When t hey wake up, tell Tony and

Al | intended no disrespect.

It wasn’t business ...just personal!



Et han wal ks to the exit with a | ook of concern. His face
is red, heart pounding, as he approaches the giant doors.
He grabs the handl es and swi ngs them open violently, the
doors crash, echoing THUNDEROUSLY down the hal | way.

Et han wal ks down a long corridor to the elevators. People
stand outside their offices to see what the conmotion is.
Et han sal utes and waves to the onl ookers. The el evator
arrives and he steps into the oak wal |l ed cab.

He pushes “l obby” and the el evator descends fifty fl oors.
The interior starts to spin, Ethan turns pale, his eyes

gl aze over as the interior whirls in a nauseating plumet
i ke an out of kilter anmusenent park ride. Eerie, ghostly,
swrling CAROUSEL MJUSIC is heard as Ethan is trapped in a
sickening free-fall consuned by nightmarish nusic wafting
froma hellish carnival

FADE TO VWH TE
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