COFFEE RI OT AT JAVA JOE' S
or
“When does the duck with the cigar and G oucho
gl asses drop down with ny cup of coffee?”

Scene from THE CAROUSEL
An original screenplay by Ross E Cooper
Regi stered Copyright/ WGA regi stered

I NT. LI MOUSI NE — CONTI NUOUS

ETHAN CROSSE [50], a real estate nega-nogul and his
chauf feur MARCUS [40’ S] continue their daily linmo
commute to Ethan’s Manhattan office.

Mar cus funbl es through some CD's and finds one by Mahalia
Jackson and puts it on the car’s player. A gut-wenching
version of “IN THE UPPER ROOM is heard.

ETHAN
Wait a mnute ...You know | | ove
gospel ...but it’s alittle too

sonber for 8:00AM It’s takin
the edge off ny coffee!

Mar cus | aughs and turns off the CD player.

MARCUS
Wuld you like to stop off for a
cup of coffee? There' s a Java
Joe’ s just up the road.

ETHAN
| think you're taking nme a little
too literally, Marcus.

MARCUS
| just thought, since you said --

ETHAN
-- OKI' X! Anything to postpone
t he i nevitabl e.

EXT. STREETS — EDGEVWATER, NJ — CONTI NUQUS



They take the next exit and arrive at the parking | ot of
Java Joe’s. It’s bustling with the vehicular toys of young
Wal | -Streeters who vie aggressively for parking spaces.

MARCUS
Have you ever been to Java Joe’s?

ETHAN
Nah ...sonehow t hese pretentious
cof f eehouses annoy ne!
How s the coffee?

I NT. JAVA JOE' S — CONTI NUCUS

They enter, work their way to the front of a velvet-roped
maze, hoping to be noticed by a BARRI STA

MARCUS
Not bad ...if you can figure out
what to order.

They gape at a daunting nenu covering an entire wall.
Shaking their heads, they try to interpret the dizzying
array of coffee drinks with exotic nanmes and absurd prices.
Finally, the clerk peers down at them scornfully.

BARRI STA
Have you nade your sel ection?

ETHAN
Let ne think ...um ...
...Yes ...1'll have a
nocha-j ava ...
poca- hama ..
| ava- chi no!

Make that a pequeno, por favor!

The server is not anused by Ethan’s joke and stands with
arns fol ded, head turned away indifferently. Ethan notices
the line building behind him Tables are populating with
young Wall-Streeters sprawing out with | aptops, cel

phones and palmpilots trying to | ook inportant reading
“The Financial Tinmes”.



ETHAN
Not funny, huh?
Sorry! How ‘bout a regular?

Qur coffee clerk does not react.

ETHAN
A nmedi um cof fee? A cup-a-joe?
Not even close, right?
You do sell coffee here?

The barrista curls his Iip derisively and emts a sigh.
The line of young be-suited junior executives i s grow ng
who can hardly wait to play “nane that coffee”. A rage
burns its way up the line, but they are reluctant to
confront the two very |large nmen before themin expensive
suits, albeit with grass stains on their backs. The only
protest they can nuster are a few | oud TSSSSSSKS!

ETHAN
Young man ...are we | ooking for an
i nternational coffee noniker?

The barrista, still with arnms folded, rolls his eyes and
| ooks toward his manager for help. A gaggle of noon-eyed
servers with visors and green aprons converge to |l end
support to their conrade in trouble.

ETHAN
Tell me ...do | want a Kaffee Wen?
Tur ska kava?
Caf é noir?
Tur et skoe kofe?

|’mgetting warm aren’t 17?

When does the duck with the
G oucho gl asses drop down ...
..With MY cup of coffee?

The arcane reference is lost on the youthful clerk who
peers disdainfully at Ethan between the register and a
gigantic acrylic tip box. Defiantly, the barrista points
to the menu on the wall and waits for the neophyte to order
in the proper syntax. The reinforcenents nod their heads

i n approval .



BARRI STA
Pl ease order fromthe nenu sir

ETHAN
Vell, | know when |’ m out nunber ed!
| guess I'Il have a Daily Gind.
BARRI STA

There are six Daily Ginds --

ETHAN
-- Ch God ...pl ease no!
|"ve entered the first rung of

caf f ei nat ed Hades! | ve been
sucked into the black hole of Java
Major! |’ve been --

BARRI STA

-- W have Costa Rican Peabury,
Peruvi an Pescado, a very snpoth
Anticado G ecco --

ETHAN
-- That's it ...Peabury!!
Marcus ...1"ve just nmade ny nost

difficult decision of the day!

Mar cus gi ggl es as Ethan puts an arm around his shoul der
pulls himclose in an act of nock friendship.

ETHAN — CONT’ D
My friend here needs a Peabury as
well ...don’t you ny good man?

The patrons look up fromtheir |aptops, palmpilots and
newspapers to gawk at the two oddballs causing a commoti on.
They are not outraged or entertained, just perplexed as to
why two wel |l -dressed nen would want to act so silly.

BARRI STA
Do you want that black or --

ETHAN
-- Here we go again!
( MORE)



(ETHAN — CONT’ D)
Let ne guess ...
You have whole mlk, 2% mlk, fat
free. You ve got heavy cream
hal f-n-hal f, condensed m |k and
kosher coffee creamer?

BARRI STA
Yes, that’s very good.
We al so have creéene fraiche.

ETHAN

|s the crene fraiche ...fresh?
BARRI STA

Absol ut el y!
ETHAN

Do you have soym | k?
BARRI STA

Certainly!
ETHAN

Do you have whi pped creantf?
BARRI STA

If you d like it, of course!
ETHAN

Cocoa and caranel flavored syrups?
BARRI STA

An excel l ent finishing touch.
ETHAN

Then ...we’ || take it bl ack!

Thank you!

Et han pays up and throws a twenty into the huge tip box.
The clerk is pleased with his good fortune. Al eyes
foll ow Et han and Marcus as they take their coffees to a
in the window and pull up a couple of stools.
Marcus is still laughing but Ethan is strangely serious.

MARCUS
That was really funny, M. Crosse!



ETHAN
It seens their custoners are
paying for the ritual of ordering
the coffee ...not the coffee! 1’11
never understand, for the life of
me, why these Wl |l street wanna-
bees are so obsessed with trying
to | ook inportant.

They overl ook the fact that anybody
of substance woul d never have the
time or patience to worry about
admttance to this little caffeine
subcul ture. One nust |learn a new

| anguage just to describe an item
that should be a two-syl !l abl e noun.
They practice a new kind of
etiquette just to slurp a pretty

| ousy cup of coffee.

MARCUS
Yeh, it does taste bitter.

ETHAN
It’s pathetic how t hese young
fella s navigate the uncertain
wat ers of stocks and bonds,
knowi ng how expendabl e they are.
Any mar ket fluctuation can flush
themout to sea |ike so nuch
pl ankt on, for the whales to gulp,
tons at a tine.

But, at |east they know their
status in the coffee house! D d
you finish your coffee? Let’s get
the hell out of here!

EXT. STREETS — PALI SADES PARK, NJ — CONTI NUQUS

Marcus returns to their regular route on R ver Road and
continue on their way toward the Lincoln Tunnel.

I NT. LI MOUSI NE — CONTI NUOUS

MARCUS
You really don’t like this place!



ETHAN
A few of those little twerps are
going to grow up one day and face
me across the boardroomtable. |
never worry about the conpetent
adversary, but enpty-headed norons
i ke them are danger ous!



